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Cheyne, biblical criticism would commit suicide within ten years. . The edu- 
cated reader can thrive least of all on assumptions. He must have solid 
reason for his beliefs. Pride ourselves all we please on being experts, 
specialists, and the like, but the real test of our assertions is made in the cruci- 
ble of educated readers. 

The spirit of the writer is the best. With admirabie charity and toler- 
ance toward others he wends his way through to the end. But his devout 
method of procedure wears such a mask as to frighten away from criticism, 
many thoughtful minds he addresses. Price. 



Historische Erklarung des 2. Theils des Jesaia, Capitel 40 bis 66. By Dr. 

Julius Ley. Marburg i. H. 1893. M. 3. 

This book reposes on two assumptions, neither of which can be said to 
have yet met with general acceptance. The one is, that the chapters in 
question all date from the time of Cyrus the Great and his immediate 
successors ; and the other, that the three cuneiform authorities known respec- 
tively as the Sippara Inscription of Nabonidus, the Annalistic Tablet of 
Cyrus and the Cyrus Cylinder, give a sufficiently full account of the move- 
ments of the Persian conqueror which resulted in the acquisition of Babylon 
and its empire to warrant a positive decision concerning his religion, and to 
enable us to follow the fortunes of the Jews during the last few years of 
Babylonian rule and the first months of Persian domination. The former of 
these assumptions will be questioned alike by those who adhere to the tradi- 
tional view and by those scholars of the advanced school who ascribe portions, 
of these chapters to a period or periods long subsequent to the time of the 
Return. The latter assumption cannot be accepted as more than probable 
so long as we possess no record giving a Persian account of the administra- 
tion of Cyrus in the newly conquered Babylon. Nevertheless the studies of 
Professor Ley, which have evidently been conducted with great care and not 
inconsiderable ability, constitute a valuable addition to the literature on, 
Deutero-Isaiah. He is unfortunately not an Assyriologist, his knowledge of 
the inscriptions being entirely second-hand ; but he seems to have diligently 
examined the best authorities so that his statements concerning the Baby- 
lonian evidence may be trusted as in the main reliable. The sequence of 
events is supposed to have been as follows. In 550-549 B.C. Cyrus 
conquered Astyages. Four years later (546-545 B.C.) Crcesus succumbed. 
In 539-538 B.C. began the war with Nabonidus. In July, 538 B.C., 
Gobryas, the general of Cyrus, entered Babylon without fighting, Cyrus not 
following till November of the same year. During this interval of several 
months the Jewish captives in Babylon remained in statu quo so far as the 
government was concerned, but they were treated more harshly than ever by 
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their Babylonian masters. The personal rule of Cyrus brought speedy 
relief. Peace was proclaimed to all and the return of the Jewish captives 
took place in the ensuing year (537 B.C.). In 536 B.C. the rebuilding of 
the temple was commenced, but was languidly prosecuted owing to the 
hostility of the surrounding peoples, and the portion erected was ultimately 
destroyed by the Edomites. A period of still greater depression followed 
which extended until 520 B. C, when the building was recommenced. During 
nearly the whole of this period, that is, for thirty years or more, Deutero- 
Isaiah was striving to comfort or stimulate his fellow countrymen. These 
twenty-seven chapters must not be read as a single literary product, but as a 
collection of prophetic addresses written at different times and under different 
circumstances. Most were penned in Babylonia, but the last five chapters 
seem to hail from Jerusalem. Chapters 40 to 52:12 date from the years 
before the Return. The earlier chapters (with the exception of the first) 
show with what intense interest the movements of Cyrus were followed by 
the prophet and his fellow captives. Very little was known about Cyrus at 
first. The prophet seems to have believed that he either was or would 
become a worshiper of Jehovah (41:25). As time passed this hope faded 
because Cyrus was found to be "a polytheist like the Babylonians them- 
selves" (45 : 4) ; but he was still regarded as God's instrument for the execu- 
tion of his purpose concerning Babylon and Israel. When the Persians 
under Gobryas entered Babylon the Jews, as already remarked, were bitterly 
disappointed by his policy, which led to the continuance of their bondage if 
not to increased hardship. To this dark interval are referred chapters 48 
to 51, which represent the prophet's efforts to sustain and cheer his fainting 
brethren. Allusions to their sufferings at this time are found in 51 : 13-14, 19, 
20,23; 5 2: 5- The jubilant song which follows (52:1-12) was composed 
immediately after the publication of the edict of Cyrus warranting the 
Return. The remainder of the book — 52:13-66:24 — was composed after 
that event. The prophet was gravely disappointed in Zerubbabel and Joshua. 
He disapproved of their treatment of the Samaritans and of the growth of 
the hierarchy. During the dreary years which intervened between the first 
attempt at rebuilding the temple in 536 B.C., and the resumption of the 
work in 520 B.C., it was the prophet's mission to cheer and stimulate and 
rebuke. The great prophecy of the suffering and dying servant of God 
52 : 13-ch. 53, may have been delivered about the commencement of this 
gloomy period. Those who are extremely depressed by the sad intelligence 
that the erection of the temple is suspended are encouraged by the promise 
of a mighty Saviour who will make perfect atonement for that guilt of Israel 
which has led to these painful occurrences. Chapters 63-65 date from the 
darkest of these dark days. The partially restored temple has been laid in 
ruins. "Thy holy people possessed it but a little while ; our adversaries have 
broken down thy sanctuary " (63:18). "Our holy and our beautiful house 
where our fathers praised thee is burned with fire, and all our pleasant things 
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are laid waste " (64:11). In reference to this point Dr. Ley is not quite 
consistent. In one part of the book he ascribes the destruction of the temple 
to the Edomites (p. 35), in another (p. 151) to the Samaritans. The last 
chapter is supposed to have been penned when the rebuilding of the temple 
under Darius Hystaspes was in prospect. The dissertation on the Signifi- 
cance of " The Servant of God " and the exposition of the great prophecy in 
52 : 13-53, which ' s closely connected therewith are extremely interesting. 
"The Servant of God" in chapters 42, 49, 52: 13, and chap. 53, cannot, in the 
judgment of Dr. Ley, be the collective Israel, or the ideal Israel, or the pious 
portion of Israel, or the prophetic order, or any historic personage known to 
the writer. He can only be identified with the Messiah who was so vividly 
portrayed by the older Isaiah from whom Deutero-Isaiah has borrowed so 
largely. The reasons for and against are carefully stated and discussed. 
The historic background will appear less evident to most readers than to the 
writer, but the essay as a whole is admirable. Like some other recent pro- 
ducts of German scholarship it points at a distinct reaction in some of the 
German universities from the destructive criticism which was at one time so 
popular. The remarks on 52:3-ch. 53 are accompanied by a new transla- 
tion and several emendations of the text. Our space allows only two illustra- 
tions. The latter clause of 53:1 is rendered with Orelli, " On whom hath the 
arm of the Lord been revealed?" and is referred exclusively to the Servant. 
It is he in whom the power of God is conspicuously manifested. The eighth 
verse is rendered as follows with the help of a startling and doubtful emenda- 
tion. " He was taken away by oppression and judgment and his pain who 
expresses it ? For he was taken away out of the land of life, through the 
transgression of my people was he smitten." Instead of doro, " his genera- 
tion," Professor Ley proposes to read dewayo, "his pain" (cp. Psalm 41 :4). 
Students of Deutero-Isaiah who can read German ought to find room on their 
shelves for this unpretentious but suggestive volume. 

W. Taylor Smith. 

The Gospel and its Earliest Interpretations. A Study of the Teaching of 
Jesus and its Doctrinal Transformations in the New Testament. By 
Orello Cone, D.D. New York : G. P. Putnam's Sons. 1893. Pages 
viii., 413. Price $1.75. 
The Gospel referred to in the title of this book is the teaching of Jesus ; 
its earliest interpretations are those which were put upon it in the period in 
which the New Testament was growing up and taking shape. The " teach- 
ing of Jesus " is recovered from the synoptic gospels by a process of critical 
elimination of sayings falsely ascribed to him. The " Jewish-Christian inter- 
pretation " is found, mainly in the first gospel and in the speeches of Peter, 
in the book of Acts. The " Pauline transformation " is found in the genuine 
letters of Paul, viz., Romans, First and Second Corinthians, Galatians, First 
Thessalonians and Philippians. The " Deutero-Pauline interpretations " are 



